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AboutAbout thethe ProjectProject

Conducted by antiConducted by anti--corruption/public policy corruption/public policy 
NGOs and independent researchersNGOs and independent researchers
In 5 new member states (Czech R., In 5 new member states (Czech R., 
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland)Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland)
In focus: usage of Structural Funds (2004In focus: usage of Structural Funds (2004--
2006)2006)
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MethodologyMethodology
Different methods used in different countries Different methods used in different countries 
(interviews, data and documentation analysis)(interviews, data and documentation analysis)
Questionnaire in 4 countriesQuestionnaire in 4 countries
Topics examined: Topics examined: 
�� Public awareness on EU FundsPublic awareness on EU Funds
�� General Opinion on General Opinion on SFsSFs
�� Access to information on EU FundsAccess to information on EU Funds
�� Open competition proceduresOpen competition procedures
�� Central programsCentral programs
�� Political alliancesPolitical alliances
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PublicPublic AwarenessAwareness

Public interest in allocation of European Public interest in allocation of European 
sources is growingsources is growing
Growing media coverage, more detailed Growing media coverage, more detailed 
and more professional information on and more professional information on 
European development policies European development policies –– still not still not 
satisfactorysatisfactory
Content of National Development Plans is Content of National Development Plans is 
a more frequent subject of political a more frequent subject of political 
debatesdebates
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GeneralGeneral OpinionOpinion onon StructuralStructural
FundsFunds

Rather negative:Rather negative:
�� PrejudicesPrejudices
�� Earlier experience on corruption related to public Earlier experience on corruption related to public 

sourcessources
�� Lack of informationLack of information

SFsSFs generally seen as:generally seen as:
�� ComplicatedComplicated
�� NonNon--transparenttransparent
�� Available for those, having power (political, Available for those, having power (political, 

economical, relationeconomical, relation--based)based)
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Access Access toto InformationInformation

Available information on Available information on SFsSFs differs in differs in 
countries, even among regions in one countries, even among regions in one 
countrycountry
Real problem: quality of informationReal problem: quality of information
The topic of The topic of SFsSFs system remains misty system remains misty 
and difficult to understand and difficult to understand 
�� PrejudicesPrejudices
�� Privileged situation of the better informedPrivileged situation of the better informed
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OpenOpen CompetitionCompetition ProceduresProcedures I.I.

Earlier TI research: institutional system and Earlier TI research: institutional system and 
regulations basically insure checks and regulations basically insure checks and 
balances to avoid corruption balances to avoid corruption 
Same questionnaire queried in 4 countriesSame questionnaire queried in 4 countries
Unexpected outcomes:Unexpected outcomes:
�� Sample: half successful, half rejected applicantsSample: half successful, half rejected applicants
�� Majority (over 75% in all cases) found procedure Majority (over 75% in all cases) found procedure 

more honest than dishonestmore honest than dishonest
�� Mentioning of concrete corruption cases (bribing) Mentioning of concrete corruption cases (bribing) 

have not appeared (anonymous answers)have not appeared (anonymous answers)
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OpenOpen CompetitionCompetition ProceduresProcedures II.II.

Most often mentioned problems:Most often mentioned problems:
�� Too complicated proceduresToo complicated procedures
�� Bigger, stronger and more experienced Bigger, stronger and more experienced 

organizations have better chancesorganizations have better chances
Role of consultants: successful applicants Role of consultants: successful applicants 
significantly use consultancysignificantly use consultancy
�� Winners of complicated procedures?Winners of complicated procedures?
�� Who can afford it? Equal opportunities?Who can afford it? Equal opportunities?
�� Strong lobby at implementation bodies?Strong lobby at implementation bodies?
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National/CentralNational/Central ProgramsPrograms

Separated from the open competition Separated from the open competition 
systemsystem
1/3 of sources are allocated through this 1/3 of sources are allocated through this 
procedureprocedure
Selection criteria and decision process are Selection criteria and decision process are 
not clearnot clear
Case studies: content is questionableCase studies: content is questionable
Space left for political and economical Space left for political and economical 
lobbying lobbying 
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Political Political AlliAlliaancesnces

Studied in two countries, different Studied in two countries, different 
methods: interviews and data analysismethods: interviews and data analysis
None of them have proved political interest None of them have proved political interest 
in enforcementin enforcement
No correlation between political power No correlation between political power 
(governmental/oppositional president and (governmental/oppositional president and 
assembly of counties) and absorption assembly of counties) and absorption 
capacitiescapacities
N.B.! Macro data may hide concrete casesN.B.! Macro data may hide concrete cases
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ConsclusionsConsclusions I.I.
GeneralGeneral experienceexperience concerningconcerning NGOsNGOs’’ rolerole inin
suchsuch „„investigativeinvestigative”” researchresearch::
�� OnOn ministerialministerial levellevel bureaucratsbureaucrats areare oftenoften rejectiverejective

andand trustlesstrustless
�� LowerLower levellevel bureaucratsbureaucrats mightmight seesee inin NGOsNGOs possiblepossible

alliencesalliences toto representrepresent shortcomingsshortcomings ofof thethe systemsystem thatthat
theythey suffersuffer ofof, , tootoo

A A lotlot ofof informationinformation andand datadata areare availableavailable, , itit is is 
thethe responsibilityresponsibility ofof thethe civil civil sectorsector toto investigateinvestigate, , 
analyseanalyse andand publiclypublicly shareshare
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ConclusionsConclusions II.II.

NGOs possible role in EU Funds NGOs possible role in EU Funds 
monitoring:monitoring:
�� Pressure on responsible institutions to share Pressure on responsible institutions to share 

more information (list of winners, outcome of more information (list of winners, outcome of 
projects, findings of evaluations, etc.)projects, findings of evaluations, etc.)

�� Media relations and media trainings for better Media relations and media trainings for better 
quality information on the issuequality information on the issue

�� Support smaller organizations to have better Support smaller organizations to have better 
chances in the open competition processchances in the open competition process::
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ConclusionsConclusions III.III.
�� Through consultancy (not for profit)Through consultancy (not for profit)
�� Through trainingThrough training
�� Through network buildingThrough network building

Play a watchPlay a watch--dog role concerning central dog role concerning central 
programsprograms
�� No chance for open competition?No chance for open competition?
�� Selected final beneficiarySelected final beneficiary
�� Quality of the projectQuality of the project

Insure whistleInsure whistle--blowingblowing
Continuously follow and publicly share Continuously follow and publicly share 
information related to (possible) corruptioninformation related to (possible) corruption
Conduct research work like this Conduct research work like this ☺☺


